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Ludwig I was able to instil into the mind of his grandson the same
proud conception of a King's power which, in spile of all
vicissitudes, he had retained to the end of his reign. The young
King's nature was only too receptive to such teachings. But the
new King did not regard his grandfather as the ideal embodiment
of kingship; he remembered that his grandfather's name had in
turn come to him through his godfather, King Louis XVI of
France, and in his dreams he regarded Louis XIV as the prototype
in whose footsteps he would follow. That lie was now King was
suddenly brought home to his consciousness in the most over-
whelming manner when, standing gravely,but all too indifferently,
by his father's death-bed, he was addressed by a page as 'Your
Majesty'. Very soon the realization of his power was to delight
and intoxicate him.1

In addition, Ludwig I was charmed with his grandson's
appearance. The young King was as handsome as Apollo;
with his wonderful blue eyes in which burned a secret lire, his
noble features and slight erect iigure, he made an ideal prince.
Ludwig I saw in him the magic key of personal beauty, his own
life-long lack, which opens all doors "even those* most carefully
guarded.

The young King immediately wrote most affectionately to his
grandfather asking his advice and help. Ludwig 1 was genuinely
touched; 'You wrote me such a charming letter, and you have
always treated me in the same way. You have eome early to the
Throne and in difficult times; may God always help you, and may
religion influence all your actions and be your constant support/ -
The new King hoped for advice ami assistance particularly in
political matters, of which he knew nothing awl for which it was
soon apparent he had no liking. As in the case of Ludwig I, all
his leanings were artistic, but in an exaggerated form, for love of
art filled his mind to the exclusion of all else. It was soon evident
that the young King had conjured up a dream world for himself
which he wished to realize by means of the power he had suddenly
acquired as king. The paintings of episodes from the story of
Lohengrin, the Knight of the Swan, which were in the. Castle of
Hohenschwangau, had made a great impression on the youth.
In 1861, at the age of 15, he had attended a performance, of the
opera Lohengrin which made such an ineradicable impression
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